VET06 Qs

1. His home is Yasur, a volcano on the island of Tanna, in Vanuatu. Although commonly believed by outsiders to be American, those that see him regularly say he has never made this claim. He was first seen in the late 1930s, urging the people to reject the ways of British missionaries and return to traditional ways of life. In return, he would come in a plane bearing cars, canned food, radios and other goods. Who is this light-skinned “messiah” of the most famous of the South Pacific cargo cults?

John Frum
2. He was born in 1914 in the Moravian town of Zlin, where his father, as mayor and chief industrialist, built up the town on utopian principles until his death in 1932. After WWII, he brought the family business to Eastern Ontario where he founded another model community bearing his name. That town became a ghost town after Canada was flooded with cheap imports of its principal product, shoes. Who is this businessman, whose wife Sonia endowed a museum dedicated to footwear?

Thomas Bata (the Ontario town is Batawa)

3. The original proposal for this anti-war event was written in 1870 by Julia Ward Howe. The modern observance was begun in 1907 in Grafton, West Virginia by a woman named Anna Jarvis, who in later years disavowed the event as it became commercialized and lost its pacifist messsage. In the US, it is the most popular day of the year to eat in restaurants and the day on which the most flowers are sold. What is this annual observance held on the second Sunday in May?

Mothers’ Day
4. As a child, he and his brother Freddie and sisters Rose and Vet released a gospel album, and he later played and sang with a number of bands in the San Francisco area. In 1967 Rose, Freddie and several others including bassist Larry Graham joined him in forming the band that made them famous. For decades he has been a recluse battling drugs. Who was described for today’s youth by MTV.com, as “That weird guy with the mohawk at the Grammies”, where he came out of hiding to perform his hit “I Want to Take You Higher”?

Sly Stone
5. Tom Drees pitched a record three no-hitters in the same season for this club in 1989. Though a team with the same name still exists, the current bearer is only an A-level team; the triple-A team, an Oakland A’s affiliate, departed for Sacramento in 2000. Previously associated with the California Angels and before that the Chicago White Sox, what was this Pacific Coast League team, which played its home games in Nat Bailey Stadium?

Vancouver Canadians
6. First known as Butlersburg, and later as Newark, in 1996 it was   
named the Prettiest Town in Canada.  It is unusual for being the only   
town in Canada with a Lord Mayor, possibly due to it's one-time   
status as the capital of Upper Canada.  For ten points, name this   
site of Fort George and the Shaw Festival. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake
7. Charles Wheelan of the University of Chicago has called it one of the “worst ideas in economics”. According to legend it was sketched on a cocktail napkin in an influential 1974 meeting, but its namesake claims intellectual antecedents going back to the 14th century scholar Ibn Khaldun. Although correct in principle, criticisms center on the exact values involved in what geometric object, the conceptual centerpiece of Reaganomics?

the Laffer Curve
8. Early in his career he worked as a composer and arranger for MGM, winning Oscars™  for his work on Gigi and My Fair Lady. As the conductor of the Pittsburgh Symphony he presented a series of concerts on PBS from 1977 to 1980. His opera based on A Streetcar Named Desire debuted in 1998. He has also been the conductor of the London Symphony and the Royal Philharmonic, and occasionally records as a jazz pianist. Who is this man, perhaps best known in popular culture as the adoptive father of Woody Allen’s girlfriend?

Andre Previn
9. When Lizzie Borden sees an axe in a tree stump, she sees not an implement for chopping wood but the possibility of freedom from her oppressive parents. The axe in this little narrative is an example of a literary device in which something visible stands for and evokes a specific emotional state. What was the name given to this device by T.S. Eliot in a 1919 essay on Hamlet?

the objective correlative
10. It was inspired by a famous landmark set on the Pregolya River with two large islands connected to the mainland.  A classic problem in mathematical graph theory, it was proven by Leonhard Euler (OY-ler) in 1736, using graph representation, that it was not possible to walk with a route that crosses each bridge exactly once, and return to the starting point.  For 10 points, name this famous problem noting the bridges in the former Prussian city now known as Kaliningrad, Russia.

The Seven Bridges of Königsberg

11. Founded by the art critic Harriet Monroe, it published works as varied as “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” and Joyce Kilmer’s “Trees”. Over the years it introduced readers to important new work by Ezra Pound, Wallace Stevens, William Carlos Williams and other major modern writers. In 2002 it made headlines as the recipient of a 100 million dollar bequest from Ruth Lilly, heir to the pharmaceutical fortune. What is this simply named literary journal?

Poetry
12. Its main section has eight subsections shaped like gold ingots, each eight floors high. Although built to withstand strong earthquakes, some fear that its immense weight may have stressed a fault line under it. Measured to the highest habitable floor it is currently the tallest building in the world. What is the common name for this tower located in the Republic of China? 

Taipei 101
13. Bellini’s altarpiece for the church of Santa Maria Gloriosa dei Frari, Francis Bacon’s “Crucifixion”, Max Beckmann’s “Departure”, Roy Lichtenstein’s “As I Opened Fire” and Bosch’s “Garden of Earthly Delights” are all examples of what form, which takes its name from Roman writing tablets which in turn take their name from the Greek words for “three folds”?

triptych
14. In January of this year he was arrested for allegedly trying to run over someone. Born in Sydney, Nova Scotia in 1953, who has the unique distinction of having been at the center of two completely unrelated Supreme Court cases, the second having to do with the fishing rights of Aboriginals, and the first stemming from his wrongful murder conviction for which he spent 11 years in jail?

Donald Marshall Jr.
15. Its 100th anniversary was marked this year by a Canadian postage stamp. Six years ago, 75% ownership of the company was donated to the University of Toronto—a mixed blessing considering the nature of its business. Founded by two former employees of the Methodist Book Room, what publishing giant helped usher in the era of Can Lit when in the 1960s it published works by Margaret Atwood, Mordecai Richler, Margaret Laurence, and Leonard Cohen?

McClelland and Stewart
16. Following WWII he was part of the prosecution team at the Nuremburg trials. Before that, he had been a referee in the NHL but was fired for assessing too small a penalty on a vicious slash to the head. He returned to the NHL’s front office after the war, and was admitted to the hockey Hall of Fame in 1966. Who was this man, famously chased out of the Montreal Forum on March 13, 1955, and after whom the Western conference of the NHL was formerly named?

Clarence Campbell
17. He originally pursued astronomy in the early 1920s but Germany's Hamburg Observatory advised him that “there is no point in thinking of a career in astronomy unless one has private means of support”; the only credential he lacked.  It would be as a chemist that he made his most significant contributions to the field of atomic and molecular spectroscopy, while a resident of the University of Saskatchewan.  Name this German-born Canadian, winner of the 1971 Nobel Prize in Chemistry, and namesake of the NSERC Gold Medal for Science & Engineering.

Gerhard Herzberg


18. This theoretical experiment has resulted in some practical applications in quantum computing and quantum cryptography making it possible to send light that is in a superposition of states down a fiber optic cable.  Originally featured in the German magazine Natural Sciences in 1935, it attempts to illustrate the incompleteness of an early interpretation of quantum mechanics when going from subatomic to macroscopic systems.  Name this pseudo-experiment devised by an Austrian physicist involving a sealed box and a feline.

Schrödinger's cat
19. It's Ancient Greek name of Heptanesia refers to the seven islands   
on which it was originally built.  Appropriated by the Portuguese in   
1534, they called it the "Good Bay" to reflect it's excellent   
harbour.  Leased to the English in 1668 for £10 per annum, it is now   
the world's 5th most populous metropolitan area.  For ten points,   
name this financial capital of India and of the state of Maharashtra. 

Mumbai (scold on Bombay) 

 

20. Established in 1953, it was used only four times in its first 23 years. Since 2001 it has been used on 21 known occasions and has been suspected in more, even though declassified documents showed that its premises in the precedent-setting case were fraudulent. What is the term for this principle, under which lawsuits by Maher Arar and CIA whistleblower Sibel Edmunds, have been thrown out of court?

State Secrets Privilege
21. Basketball legend Pete Maravich died during a pickup game with this man. As a developmental psychologist and associate professor of pediatrics at USC, he wrote the book Dare to Discipline, earning the ire of anti-spanking advocates. He is better known today for his daily radio show on which he speaks out against homosexuals, feminists, evolution, activist judges and others. Who is this influential leader of the Colorado Springs-based Focus on the Family?

James Dobson
22. Spoken by between 500 and 1,000 in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Northern Ontario, it is a fascinating example of a true “mixed” language, retaining morphology, phonology and lexicon from one parent language in its nouns and the other parent language in its verbs.  What is this endangered language spoken by the Metis?

Michif
23. A self-professed "teacher of dance" of Armenian origin, who lived   
much of his life in France, he was either a philosopher and mystic or   
a cult leader.  He argued for self-awareness as the key to   
enlightenment in books such as "Life is Real Only Then, When *I   
Am*".  For 10 points, name this founder of the Fourth Way. 

Georges Ivanovich Gurdjieff 



